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Setting the Stage
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New RDA Toolkit

Å.Ŝǘŀ ǎƛǘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ w5!έ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мрΣ нлнл
ÁResult of the RDA 3R Project (RDA Restructure and Redesign), 2016-2020

o Needed to align with new IFLA Library Reference Model (LRM)

o Offered more flexibility in choosing how to record an element

o Took a new approach to relationship designators

o Revised RDA to better align with linked data applications

o Made changes to promote greater international adoption

o Improved the Toolkit interface

ÅAchieved WCAG 2.0 accessibility rating of AA

o Restructured underlying data to support improved editorial work 
processes, including creation of translations

ÁOriginal Toolkit remains available for some time to come
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Official RDA

ÅImplementation timeline will be determined by the various 
cataloging communities

ÅDesigned for an unpredictable and evolving publishing 
environment and changing user expectations
ÁConnecting users to resources anytime, anywhere

ÅPositioned to expand for use in archives and museums

ÅAble to be used in any RDF linked data application
ÁCan accommodate ingest of large metadata description sets from external 

sources and still parse them as RDA compatible

Å¦ǎŜǎ ŀƴ άƻǇŜƴ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ
ÁMetadata statements can be used/reused anywhere
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IFLA LRM

Å/ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ w5!Ωǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ 
functional requirements models (FRBR, FRAD, and FRSAD)

ÅHigh level conceptual reference model, using an entity-
relationship modeling framework
ÁAddresses library data relating to the universe of discourse

o Administrative metadata is out of scope

ÁMakes no assumptions about how data might be stored in a given system

ÁDriven by User Tasks: Find, Identify, Select, Obtain, Explore

ÅAligned with the CIDOC Conceptual Reference Model (CRM)

ÅOfficial RDA is an implementation of LRM
ÁWith some expansions that retain the basic structure of the 

elements and the relationships among them
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Changes to RDA Due to LRM

ÅNew Entities added
ÁRDA entity ςtop level

o¦ǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŦƛƴŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ [waΩǎ Res, which was not implemented

ÁAgent, Collective agent, Nomen, Place, Timespan

ÅNo fictional values for entities
ÁPerson[a change from original RDA], Place, Timespan

ÁFictional persons, places, and timespans are valid concepts, but they are 
not occurrences of these entities

ÅIncrease in relationship elements; fewer attribute elements

ÅNew attributes
ÁRepresentative expression elements

ÁManifestation statement elements
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Orientation to the New Toolkit
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bƻ aƻǊŜ ά/ƻǊŜ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎέ

ÅReplaced by information in guidance chapters
ÁCoherent description of an information resource (07.04.34.92)

o Formed by relating the descriptions of its Work, Expression, 
Manifestation, and Item

ÁMinimum description of a resource entity (77.58.11.11)

o Record a value for at least one appellation element of the entity

ÁEffective description of an information resource (45.52.73.18)

o Add other entities and/or elements deemed useful for identification or 
access

ÅSo many options, so little guidance in RDA instructions ς
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ
ÁUse an application profile, which specifies which entities and 

elements are required, optional, repeatable, etc. 
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Entities

ÅRDA Definition:An abstract class of key conceptual 
objects in the universe of human discourse that is a focus 
of interest to users of RDA metadata in a system for 
resource discovery

Å13 established in RDA

ÁRetained Corporate Bodyand Familyŀǎ ǊŜŦƛƴŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ [waΩǎ 
Collective Agent

ÅAbility to search or browse by attribute or relationship 
elements at the bottom of each entity page
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Entities

Personςattribute elements. (61.08.12.74) Personςrelationship elements to Person
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Elements

ÅRDA definition: A specific aspect, characteristic, attribute, or 
relationship used to describe an RDA entity

ÅAll elements are unique and can only describe one entity

ÅNo direct navigation ςwhy?
ÁOver 3,000 elements! 

ÁExplicitly declared for each type of agent as applicable

o Author agent, Author collective agent, Author corporate body, Author 
family, Author person

ÁSome hierarchical relationships

o Author person

ÅLibrettist person, Lyricist person, Rapporteur person, 
Screenwriter person
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ÅTwo ways to find an element ςexample: title of series
ÁApproach via entities ςManifestation

o Go to bottom of that page (76.92.40.70) & start typing

ÁSearch directly

Elements
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Elements ςTwo Kinds
Relationship element

ÅAn element that relates two RDA entities

Å75% of all RDA elements!

ÅTransformation of relationship designators
ÁOriginal RDA: terms in Appendices I, J, K, & M 

ÁCurrent RDA: full-blown elements

ÅCan occur between any entities
ÁWork to Manifestation

ÁPersonto Timespan

ÅAlways have inverses, with predictable 
naming conventions
ÁSource consulted / Source consulted of

ÁTitle of work / Title of work of

Attribute element

ÅAn element that is an inherent or 
externally imputed characteristic of an RDA 
entity
ÁCarrier type

ÁLanguage of person

ÁNumber of conference

ÅMany original RDA attributes became 
relationship elements
ÁDate of birth (person to timespan)

ÁPlace of conference (corp. body to place)

Á ISSN(work to nomen)

ÁGiven name (person to nomen)
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Element Page Layout

ăUnique label

ăUnique definition

ăUnique IRI

ăDomain

ăRange (if applicable)

ăAlternate labels
verbalized labels (always)
original RDA labels (if applicable)
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Element Page Layout

ăMappings to other standards

ă Background information
(21.93.72.57)

ăGeneral information

ăSpecific recording methods
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Element Page Layout

ăFull example (when available)
(82.54.05.97)

ăList of related elements

ăBroader

ăNarrower

ăInverse

ăPage last updated date & 
page URL
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Element Reference

ÅHow to read this information

Á¢ƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ άplace of captureέ

ÁwŜƭŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ άExpressionέ  

Á¢ƻ ŀ άPlaceέ

Á²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ά! ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ 
with recording, filming, etc., the 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ
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Element Labels

ÅDesigned to be unique, predictable, and capable of machine 
derivation
ÁThis supports implementation scenarios which require labels to identify 

the nature of the relationship

ÅNot intended for end-user display
ÁInstead, can programmatically replace element label with a more user 

friendly one

o However, this should be a community decision
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Condition / Option Boxes

ÅThe new approach to alternatives, exceptions, optional 
omissions, optional additions 

ÅOption boxes may exist alone, or in a sequence
ÁPolicy statements can guide which one(s) to apply

ÅCondition boxes are always paired with at least one option 
box
ÁOptions may or may not be exclusive

ÁAgain, policy statements can provide guidance
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Example: Option boxes
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From Content type (35.21.66.74)
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Example: Condition/Option 
boxes
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From Media type
(96.43.33.01)
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Equivalent in Original RDA
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Guidance

ÅChapters explain many concepts

Áaŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ 
as they may seem

ÁSome have sub-sections 

ÅFrequently referred to from 
specific instructions:
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New Concepts in RDA
A Quick Overview
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